The aim of the authors is to estimate the effects produced by sex, age, time of day, of year, phases of the moon, and atmospheric conditions, on the attacks of epilepsy. The iirst point only is discussed in this communication. The particulars are arranged in tables, and are drawn from a close observation of 17 epileptic men, and 13 epileptic women*, in a luuatic asylum. The result is, that the attacks of the men were more frequent by day (from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.; ; those of the women by night (from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.) Of 13 women, only one had more attacks by day than by night: 9 had most attacks in the first part of the night, especially from 9 to 12 o'clock; by far the greater number of attacks were iu the six hours from 9 to 3 o'clock. Among the 17 men, in 0 the number of attacks was very small; in 2 they were equal day and night; in 4 the night-attacks outnumbered those of the day; in 5 the day-attacks were most numerous. The increase in the number of the attacks from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m., observed among the women, was never noted among the men.?Jlenles Zeitschrift, Band iii. Heft 1, p.
On the Specific Gravity of Cerebral Substance. By Dr. Bucknill. These important observations were published almost simultaneously with those recorded by Dr. Sankey in our last number. The specific gravity was estimated much iu the same way, by means of a solution of sulphate of magnesia; but the grey and white substances were taken together. The specific gravity of healthy cerebral substance is estimated as 1046. The cerebellum has a higher specific gravity than the cerebrum. In eight cases of general paralysis, the average specific gravity of the cerebrum was much diminished, being only 1039'5 Percussion seemed to give better evidence than auscultation; dulness being perceptible when the auscultatory signs were very obscure. In some cases pleuritic effusion occurred, as friction-sound was first heard, then lost, and then again heard. The exudation in the lungs and pleura was often absorbed with extraordinary rapidity, but the latter appeared to disappear soonest. The "redux crepitans rhonchus" was often not heard, or the coarser moist rhonchi concealed it.
The average duration in hospital was 16-f days. In 18 cases the temperature, pulse, and respirations were accurately noted twice a-day: in the morning (remission time) and in the evening (exacerbation time).
Tables are given of all these cases. In all the cases the change at commencing fesolution, from the fever heat to the normal temperature, was sudden; it occurred in 9 on the 5th day; in 5 on the 7th; in 1 on the 9th; in 1 on the 11th; and in 1 on the 13th day,?so that Traube's statement* about critical days is so far confirmed. In one case, however, the temperature lowered on the 8th day. 
